
    

 

January 4, 2021 

Dr. Oliver Brooks, MD, CMO, Watts Health Care Corporation and Immediate Past President  
National Medical Association 
Dr. Robert Schechter, MD, MPH, Chief, Immunizations Branch, CDPH 

Covid-19 Community Vaccine Advisory Committee 

California Department of Public Health 

PO Box 997377, MS 0500 

Sacramento, CA 95899-7377 
 

Re: Prioritization of employees in the construction and construction and industrial materials industry 

for COVID-19 Vaccinations  

 

Dear Dr. Brooks, Dr. Schechter:  

 

The California construction, and the construction and industrial materials industries are essential to 

maintain critical public infrastructure, preserve access to healthcare and other basic services during 

times of crisis, and provide the necessary materials to the manufacturing sector to ensure residents 

have access to the products they need.  Importantly, the men and women in these crafts and trades 

operate equipment and utilize skills that cannot be done from home. 

We are writing to you today to strongly request that these essential workers be appropriately prioritized 

in California’s vaccination dissemination plans after our critical frontline public health, public safety, and 

public education employees that are working day to today to manage this pandemic, and after those 

high-risk citizens in older age groups with preexisting conditions that we know have a much higher risk 

of death from this virus.   

Early in this pandemic, California declared and later affirmed that the combined construction and 

materials industry is an “essential industry” that should remain operational during the pandemic.   

In fact, during the first five months of 2020 alone, $26 billion in state and local building projects were 

permitted, launched, continued, or completed - including $10 billion in state-wide transportation 

projects, $2 billion of which was funded by SB 1, a recent measure to repair California’s crumbling roads 

and bridges. 750,000 workers were able to continue working safely, earning $16.5 billion to care for 

their families and adding a much-needed boost to local economies when they needed it most. Our 

combined industry is one of the few essential sectors that touches nearly every revenue stream in the  



 

 

economy with construction and materials employers generating almost $500 billion in total revenue to 

support the state and local communities. 

These essential employees continued to work through this public health pandemic, in order to maintain 

and build critical infrastructure and construction projects that ensured access to health care services, 

public services, manufacturing, and the movement of goods and services that are serving the citizens of 

California, as well as the production of critical industrial minerals that allowed the manufacturing sector 

to continue to produce the products people depend on every day.   

While safety is job one in our industry, this should not preclude our employees’ access to vaccines as 

they come into the market.  The men and women in our combined industry have continued to work to 

ensure the backbone of our economy stays intact, and California’s citizens have access to the 

necessary goods and services they need during the pandemic.  They should be prioritized 

appropriately as we roll out access to the vaccine.   

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Robert Dugan, President and CEO 
CalCIMA 
 

CALCIMA 

1029 J Street Suite 420 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

rdugan@Calcima.org 

Wireless: (916) 425-3232  

 
 

Peter Tateishi, President and CEO 
AGC of California 
 

AGC OF CALIFORNIA 

3095 Beacon Blvd  

West Sacramento, CA 95691 

TateishiP@agc-ca.org  

916.600.7423 
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